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I had an amazing time participating in Awa Odori with TIA. Learning the Awa Odori dance
and dancing with other members was a fantastic experience. The dancing was well organized
and I enjoyed the food and drinks beforehand. I had a wonderful time!

Jimmy Barrett (Ireland)
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17 years ago, in my first week living in Tokushima-Shi, my friend Linda Dozan brought me
to the TIA to dance in the Awa Dance Festival. It was amazing. I met so many wonderful
people. That experience shaped my entire time in Tokushima. I made some really wonderful,
lifelong friends that night. After I moved away, I wasn't sure I'd ever be back. Then, when
my family was living in Korea, we were able to join the Awa Dance again in 2018. I had three
children by then. They were 3 1/2 years old, 2 years old, and 4 months old. My friends Linda
Dozan and Ray Munoz met us at TIA and watched the children have their first festival
experience in Japan. My daughter in particular LOVED it. We returned to Korea and then
moved back to the US. 7 years later, in 2026, we were able to return for the Awa Dance
Festival with TIA. We now live in Kanagawa-ken and were fortunate to be able to join again
this year (2026). The children didn't remember the first time, so they were hesitant because
so many people were watching the parade. Not only did we meet my longtime friend Akiko,
who stayed with us all night, but we also made new friends. The next day we met our new
friends at the beach! This festival and the experience with TIA have always held a special
place in my heart, and now my children have received the same benefit I did that first night
in Tokushima all those years ago. Because TIA provides this opportunity to community
members and people from all over the world, lasting memories and friendships are formed.

We loved our experience and HIGHLY recommend it to anyone who is considering it.

Thank you, and the rest of the TIA team, Kimiko for such a wonderful experience. I hope we
can join again next year!

Rachael Rhine Milliard (America)



It was a great joy and honor to perform together with TIA Ren during the Awa Odori
Festival in Tokushima. The energy of the group and the opportunity to dance alongside
people from different countries and backgrounds showed me the true spirit of Awa Odori:
people coming together, enjoying the moment, and sharing the same energy.

I have been practicing Awa Odori in Brazil for 17 years, and having the opportunity to dance
at the festival in Tokushima was one of the happiest and most emotional moments of my
journey with Awa Odori.

For many members of our group, Awa Odori Represa Ren from Brazil, this was also their
first time participating in the festival in Tokushima, making it an unforgettable moment for
all of us.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone at TIA for giving us this
opportunity, and especially to Fujii Kiyomi Sensei, who welcomed us, accompanied us, and
taught us so much during the festival.

It was a great honor to share this experience with all of you. Thank you very much for giving

us this opportunity and for creating a memory that we will always carry in our hearts. |

sincerely hope that we will have the chance to meet and dance together again in the future.
Shida, Thiago Fujioka
Awa Odori Represa ren  (Brazil)
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