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I had an amazing time participating in Awa Odori with TIA. Learning the Awa Odori dance 

and dancing with other members was a fantastic experience. The dancing was well organized 

and I enjoyed the food and drinks beforehand. I had a wonderful time! 

Jimmy Barrett (Ireland)   

 

いつもお世話になり、ありがとうございます。 

国際交流協会連で阿波踊りに参加して、とても良かったです。いろいろな国の人たちが、 

阿波踊りで繋がって一体となって踊るのは、とても感慨深いものでした。 

来年も参加したいので、よろしくお願いします。 

     山田 雅明（日本） 

 

17 years ago, in my first week living in Tokushima-Shi, my friend Linda Dozan brought me 

to the TIA to dance in the Awa Dance Festival. It was amazing. I met so many wonderful 

people. That experience shaped my entire time in Tokushima. I made some really wonderful, 

lifelong friends that night. After I moved away, I wasn't sure I'd ever be back. Then, when 

my family was living in Korea, we were able to join the Awa Dance again in 2018. I had three 

children by then. They were 3 1/2 years old, 2 years old, and 4 months old. My friends Linda 

Dozan and Ray Munoz met us at TIA and watched the children have their first festival 

experience in Japan. My daughter in particular LOVED it. We returned to Korea and then 

moved back to the US. 7 years later, in 2026, we were able to return for the Awa Dance 

Festival with TIA. We now live in Kanagawa-ken and were fortunate to be able to join again 

this year (2026). The children didn't remember the first time, so they were hesitant because 

so many people were watching the parade. Not only did we meet my longtime friend Akiko, 

who stayed with us all night, but we also made new friends. The next day we met our new 

friends at the beach! This festival and the experience with TIA have always held a special 

place in my heart, and now my children have received the same benefit I did that first night 

in Tokushima all those years ago. Because TIA provides this opportunity to community 

members and people from all over the world, lasting memories and friendships are formed. 

We loved our experience and HIGHLY recommend it to anyone who is considering it.  

 

Thank you, and the rest of the TIA team, Kimiko for such a wonderful experience. I hope we 

can join again next year! 

Rachael Rhine Milliard (America) 

 



It was a great joy and honor to perform together with TIA Ren during the Awa Odori 

Festival in Tokushima. The energy of the group and the opportunity to dance alongside 

people from different countries and backgrounds showed me the true spirit of Awa Odori: 

people coming together, enjoying the moment, and sharing the same energy. 

I have been practicing Awa Odori in Brazil for 17 years, and having the opportunity to dance 

at the festival in Tokushima was one of the happiest and most emotional moments of my 

journey with Awa Odori. 

For many members of our group, Awa Odori Represa Ren from Brazil, this was also their 

first time participating in the festival in Tokushima, making it an unforgettable moment for 

all of us. 

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone at TIA for giving us this 

opportunity, and especially to Fujii Kiyomi Sensei, who welcomed us, accompanied us, and 

taught us so much during the festival. 

It was a great honor to share this experience with all of you. Thank you very much for giving 

us this opportunity and for creating a memory that we will always carry in our hearts. I 

sincerely hope that we will have the chance to meet and dance together again in the future. 

Shida, Thiago Fujioka  

Awa Odori Represa ren （Brazil） 

 

 



(志田・チアゴ・藤岡さんから頂いたメッセージの和訳です) 

徳島の阿波おどりで TIA 連の皆さんと一緒に踊ることができたことは、私にとって大きな

喜びであり、大変光栄なことでした。連の皆さんのエネルギー、そして異なる国や背景を

持つ人々と共に踊る機会を通して、私は阿波おどりの本当の精神―人々が集い、その瞬間

を楽しみ、同じエネルギーを分かち合うこと―を実感することができました。 

 私はブラジルで 17 年間阿波おどりを続けてきましたが、徳島の阿波おどりで踊る機会を

得られたことは、私の阿波おどり人生の中でも最も幸せで感動的な出来事の一つでした。

また、私たちのグループであるブラジルの阿波おどり・レプレーザ連の多くのメンバーに

とっても、徳島の阿波おどりへの参加は今回が初めてであり、私たち全員にとって忘れる

ことのできない特別な経験となりました。 

この機会を与えて下さった TIA の皆様に心より感謝申し上げます。特に、私たちを温かく 

迎え入れ、常に寄り添い、祭りの期間中に多くのことを教えてくださった藤井紀代美先生

に深く感謝いたします。 

皆様とこの貴重な経験を共有できたことを大変光栄に思います。この機会を与えてくださ

ったこと、そして私たちの心にいつまでも残る思い出をつくってくださったことに、心か

らお礼申し上げます。そして、将来また皆様とお会いし、共に踊る機会があることを心よ

り願っています。 

志田・チアゴ・藤岡 

阿波おどり・レプレーザ連（ブラジル） 

 


