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Last year, I came from the United States to live in Tokushima specifically because of

Awaodori. Awaodori means a great deal to me, and it has for seven years now. On

August 12, I participated in TIA Ren for the first time. I had briefly danced in Niwaka

Ren last year. However, this year I was able to participate in TIA Ren instead. Everyone

at TIA Ren was most friendly and helpful from the moment I arrived. I appreciated the

casual approach and the focus on having fun. I met a lot of people and was very happy.

In the long run, it was almost more fun than dancing with Arasowaren, which I did two

days later, because the focus was more on fun than on technique. I had the time of my

life dancing with Arasowaren, but later when I saw myself dancing in a video, I was

severely disappointed by my technical shortcomings. Expectations are higher in an

authorized ren, and I felt like I let other people as well as myself down by my poor

performance. But with TTA Ren, people danced for the sheer joy of it, free from fear of

reproach by oneself or others. I think there is value in a ren that has this approach. I also

met people that participate in TIA regularly, and now I want to participate in other TIA

activities in the future. [ hope my schedule will allow me to do so. I have serious doubt

that I will be able to stay in Tokushima beyond graduation from my Japanese language

program at Anabuki College, as I might well need to move in order to obtain a job for

my visa. But if [ am still in Japan next year and if TIA would allow it,  would love to



travel to Tokushima just to participate in TIA Ren at the festival. It was one of the very

happiest experiences of my life up to this point, and I would love to participate again.

Laurel Smith (America)

AE 8 H 12 Hix, TIA OFJIRY 2L 2 LT

¥9, SHFERREPLALET, IR LEBLTWELAPREINEL
7o WHMAFESTUOL XIENICAR YV KRETLEZY, CRBHTIRYVES DD
WHICAR YD F L7z, PR O L ADDE DI, iV ICBMT25FbeaEs¢
57D ICHEY HIENC TIAD AT, —FLVICH o 2HHED NER, JHED A
HEE— LV ERAGRORIEE L, [ EEY LiFsE T, SMEo AN, TF
BHFECTOREEICHE L 325, WO ITHAED LR ABL v T, vk b H
KFETORFEICZoTWET, bo b ERFHEZMIML 2T e KE, 70D Ick
DS & FEEES E TR THBEIL 3208, @ ok ECHEAEMSY 2 &G L v
5DV NEELET, KoDRFELRFEIEICITOVWREATLIVE S, AT

H25 00 9K, ZWHBORBHEIIALICERES Ly, TLETRZ 2D 138



NBECE T, Ko OESEE R T2 & HD DR Y 25503 2> L v & v 3725,
(86 2 B B2 B, A CRTR 72 S S 724818 oRficiikoCwE 3, TIA®D
PGB D ICSM L TW 3 L ficd VB WAHE W Z L B3MEERTE £ 3, kRED WS
M 2250 0 TITH, FL & HITETPED T o T 5 O THES DR D%

ZLEIEE-THE T,

) g (HA)

-y .

Fuzzear




